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// abstract:

Chapter 9 of this law deals with the protection, development and management of the coastal dune area, parts of which can be 
considered as ‘protected dune area’. Farmlands can also be protected as ‘farmlands important to the dune area’. All coastal 
municipalities have to draw up an inventory of the dune areas where zoning changes or restrictions are required. The regulation within 
the protected dune areas, such as a total building ban, is discussed in the law, as well as the possible compensations that need to 
be paid (as a result of, inter alia, this building ban). Finally, the sanctions and the surveillance of compliance with the law are specified.

Chapter 9 of this law corresponds to the so-called Dunes decree (p.120).
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Official reference Wet van 12 juli 1973 op het natuurbehoud          

Relevant dates Document 12/07/1973

Publication 11/09/1973

Entry into force 21/09/1973

Policy level Federal

Type of instrument Law

Geographical reach Chapter 9 of this law specifically covers the coastal dune area

Competent authorities in Belgium Flemish authorities; policy domain Environment, Nature and Energy (LNE)
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